February 5, 2001

by Shona Boisvert

A number of months ago. a
friend of mine extended an invi-
tation {0 o romance party she
was throwing — GIRLS only. |'wos
told to bring my faverite aperi-
fif, my credit caord and an open
rmind.

mMmm... | was infrigued by this

naughty sounding affair and

graciously accepted the invite.
My imagination was whiring and
| had many.gquestions.

The purpose of the hostess'
party {aside from being a greaf
excuse to have the girls over)
was to rogise enough money
through sales commission to buy
herself a long desired, luxury sex
toy... the swing!

The gathering would waork
much like a Tupperware: pary,
except we were going to be
examining o different kind- of
ware,

The day arived and | hopped
inte the car with some lady
friends and headed off to foy
land. Upon our amival, we were
greeted by our host, loy Martin.
She was a strong ond beautiful
woman heaving huge, un-
marked containers info the
house.

We followed anxiously. In-
side, we found a roorm filled with
twenty something women,
egch in her own shape, color ond
size, sitting around sipping drinks
and chatting, and each with a
gleam of curiosity in her eye.
tiost of them were strangers, but
their welcoming smiles gove me
o sense of belonging.

tartin began by having us
lire up for our own personalized
name-tags, and | reclly mean
pensonalized. The fags were In
tha shape of crude locking pe-
nises and bore silly alliterations
ike “Slippery Susan” and "Kiss
Me kate." I'll leave the details
of my tag to the imagination,

after the giggles had sub-
sided, Martin startedinon'a pep
falk to introduce us to her world.
She spoke about the shome
many women feel towards their
bodies and their sexual cravings
ond she fouched on the value
of emotional, spidtual, and intel
leciual self esteem.

She also stressed the impor-
tance of leaming to drive our
own "Furraries” before letfing
anyone: eise in behind our
wheels. |t was an empowering
lesson about feeling comfort-

- able and leaming the joys of safe

and healthy fantasy play.

She alio used @ lot of scary
wards like vaging, penis and
masturbation to warm us up o
the hardware that lay ahead, it
was time for the goods!

Marfin had covered the tiny
apartment with packages, vid-
eos and thingamajigs. She
chose about 20 of the most
popularitems to talk about spe-
cifically.

Each piece was infroduced
by name gleng with g synopsis
ofits functions. pleasure factors,
and price. It was then possed
around for us to explore. We
fondled didos, flicked switches
and asked tons of gquestions.

As | looked around the room
at all of these young women, |
took o moment to appreciate
the bond that was forming. Here
we were, mostly strangers, aoll
exchanging advice and sharing
the most intimate details of our
fantasies and relationships. It
was freeing and exhilarating fo
feel safe and open inside this
small community of women.

Amaongst the items, we found
dildos that leoked like oversized
bBullets, and cthers that were
formed from erect penises for
that “life-like” simuloation.

To arouse the taste buds,
there were flavored lubricants
and jellies, honey love dust and
chocolate body paint. There
were vibrators that moved in
ways no equivalent body part
could, and remote control toys
for pleasure on the go.

We were oll impressed, we
all bought something, and the
hostess earned encugh to get
the swing of all swings, which is
now hanging like o fraphy in her
bedroom. Of course, it does
come down before guests ar-
rive.

wartin also owns the Ro-
mance Shop (located at 2022
Douglas) and | later went there
ta investigate their most popu-
lar products. The shop is filled

with everything from sexy linge-
rie and studded corseis o ex-
plicit videos and mogazines, as
well as floor to ceiling toy dis-
plays.

Far first-timers in a shop like
this, it can be intimidating and a
little embaomrassing. It is not rec-
ommended to pick up the
three-foot super cock for your
first purchase, For beginners,
Romance Shop employee Linda
Balagus suggests going with the
Jelly Delights.

“It's-a thin vibrator, it's non-
intimidating. The most popular
one is g waterproof version of
this, We usually go with the wa-
terproof version as being the
first time buy; they are smaller
and don't have as many godg-
ets," says Balagus,

“The Dolphin  Erection
Arouser is another first time toy.
It.can be used just as o clitoral
stimulator, so even if you don't
have a partner you can use i
yourself. Or with a partner, if he
puts it on top of the penis; then
it gives the woman clitoral
stimulation. If he turns it around
and puts'it on the penis back-
wards, it gives him prostate
stimulation,” she says.

i

The three most popular vi-
brators include the Rablbit, the
Tarzan, and the Insatiable G-spot
Vibrator,

For o more secretive and
personal pieasure, the Benoit
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bolk are a grect way to enhance
your day. They corsist of two
small metal balls that are in-
serfed vaginally. The Internal
sfimulation creates a height-
ened sense of sexuality and has
been comparad 1o the stimula-
tion enhancement of clitoral
piercing. Similary, the Jelly Love
Beads con be used onmen and
wormnen. They are shing-fike ap-
paractuses with spoced plastic
balls, inserted anally or vaginally,
and slowly removed duing cii-
max to'enhance the orgasm.

Balagus recommends using
waterproof and easily washable
hardware for proper hygiene
and health standards. Prices on
iterns range from the 7% cent
condom to the $250 swing set.

On the lighter side of sex, lofs
of treats, gogs. games and nov-
eities are available to invoke
laughs and giggles amongst
friends and lovers.

Whatever your budget or
relationship status, however
fimid or bold your demeancr,
there is something for you ot the
Ramance Shop.

if vou can't afford your pref-
erence, just call up some girl-
friends. Tell them to bring their
favorite aperitif, their credit
cards, and an open mind.

TUTOR with Master's degree

in Education: ESL, English, Read-
ing, Handwriting, Editing. Call
Stephanie, 477-1998,

TRAVEL - TEACH
ENGLISH 5 day/40 hr. (May

16-20) TESOL teacher cer, course
{or by correspondence). 1,000's
of jobs available NOW. FREE info
pack, toll free 1-888-270-2841.

SAFE AND RELI-

ABLE cars, trucks and vans

from $299 - $2999. Bedrock Auto
384-3325. 450 John St

WANTED Laptop, any kind,
black & white ckay. Also wanting a
stainless steel pressure cooker.
Adrien 382-4108

Students!

Advertise for FREE in the Nexus.

Got something to sell, buy, give away, rent or ShareT | Call 370-3591 with your ad.

Some resfrictions apply.

Protecting our natural heritage

Jean Fau is a chief park warden for Parks Canada. He and his colleagues
protect the plant and animal life in our national parks. They also help
Canadians explore and enjoy these special places. This is just one

of the hundreds of services provided by the Government of Canada.

For more information on government services:

* Visit the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you

* Visit www.canada.gc.ca ;

¢ Call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232)
TTY/TDD: 1 800 465-7735




