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student politics

Camosun College Student Society gears up
for fall student elections

“It’s up to you to
decide how you want
to spend your time at
college, because it is

probably the most
important time in a
young person’s life.”

OLIVER SHERRING
CAMOSUN STUDENT

ADAM MARSH
STUDENT EDITOR

The Camosun College Student
Society (CCSS) fall student elec-
tions are happening from Monday,
October 22 to Wednesday, Octo-
ber 24. Aside from the candidates
for the CCSS board of govern-
ors, the election ballots will in-
clude two referendum questions.
The CCSS board of directors ap-
proved a motion on August 13 to
hold a referendum on whether or
not Camosun students should be
members of the Canadian Alliance
of Student Associations (CASA).
The ballot will also have a refer-
endum question about what to do
with the Canadian Federation of
Students (CFS) membership fees
that the CCSS has continued to
collect following the CFS’ June 9
decision to expel all BC member
locals, including the CCSS, from
the CFS. Every Camosun student
paid roughly $9 in CFS fees between
June and September; students now

have a say in what they want that
money to go toward. The CCSS is
asking if students would approve
of the money going to a CCSS cam-
paigns and advocacy fund, for now.
At some point before December 31,
2019, the amount that was being
collected from Camosun students
for CFS fees will go to the British
Columbia Federation of Students,
which is raising its fee by the same
amount that Camosun students
were paying the CFS.

CCSS executive director Michel
Turcotte says if students don’t want

their money to go to the CCSS
campaigns and advocacy fund, the
money will likely go straight to the
BCFS. The CCSS would use the
campaigns and advocacy fund for
campaign- and advocacy-related
activities and, potentially, to pay
CASA fees. As outlined in the refer-
endum question, if the CCSS joins
CASA, students would not start
paying CASA membership fees until
January 1, 2020.

Turcotte adds that not all stu-
dents necessarily know what is
going on with the situations with

eyed on campus
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Camosun College held Orange Shirt Day activities on both campuses on Friday, September 28.

the CFS, the BCFES, and CASA, so
for context, there will be some pre-
amble to the two questions asked.

“Students may not quite under-
stand that they are being faced
with this choice because we are
no longer a member of a federal
lobbying group, and that it’s likely
in the interest of colleges to lobby
federally,” says Turcotte.

The number of initiatives and
funding mechanisms that are con-
trolled by the federal government
that relate to post-secondary edu-
cation, says Turcotte, is something
that alot of students also might not
quite understand, either.

“Student loans, and student
grants, and things like that are all
regulated and paid for federally,”
says Turcotte, “even though educa-
tion is within the provincial sphere
of responsibilities under the [Can-
adian] constitution. To ignore the
federal arena is not something that
would be in students’ interests.”

Secondyear University Transfer
student Charlotte Close grew up
in a household where her whole
family voted; she says she intends
to vote in the CCSS election when
the polls open.

“I think they’re important to
get the full student perspective of
the college and not just the upper
people,” says Close. “A girl in my
history class isinvolved in that; she
and [ were talking about it, so she’s
convinced me.”

First-year Mental Health and
Addictions student Rachel Spall
says it’s important that students
vote.

FILE PHOTO
The Camosun College Student Society is holding its fall student elections this month; there will be two referendum questions on the ballot this time.

“Ibelieve it’simportant to have
awordand a say,” says Spall, adding
that she has not looked into the
voting process but will vote if she
becomes more informed. “But |
probably won’t if I’m ignorant to
the information. I got the email
[fromthe CCSS, about voting], I just
haven’t really looked at it.”

First-year Criminal Justice stu-
dent Oliver Sherring says voting
in student elections is kind of like
voting in any election.

“You have the power to make
things the way you want themto be,
and that may seem kind of selfish,
but it’s up to you to decide how you
want to spend your time at college,
because it is probably the most
important time in ayoung person’s
life,” says Sherring.

Voting isn’t the only way to
speak up about student issues.
CCSS external executive Fillette
Umulisa says it is important for
students to become involved with
the CCSS by running in the elec-
tions. Although the student society
is made up of both students and
non-student staff members, the
majority are students; they help
make everything the CCSS does
possible. Umulisa says students are
the backbone of the CCSS.

“People should know that the
Camosun College Student Society
isonly going to exist if students run
in the elections,” says Umulisa. “If
students want to bring change to
Camosun throughout their time
here at the college, they need to get
involved with the student society,
and they need to run.”
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OVERHEARD AT NEXUS: “He licked my face. It's fine.”

OLIVIA RYAN-SEHMITT

RYAN KEAREY

student editor's letter

Will marijuana make sense atCamosun?

Ass. Chair. Vacant psychological abyss. Put together, that was what
marijuanawas in my life for years. It made me a useless lump of matter in
the universe, rendering every thought unfinished, every emotion unfelt. It
was the missing ingredient in my life for years and I smoked it constantly,

seven or eight times a day, at least.

As I'wrote a few issues ago (see “Bottom of the barrel,” nexusnews-
paper.com), it’s been a while since I lived that atrocious life, and it’s a
really strange time to be in recovery, with all this chatter around about

legalizing marijuana.

You might think that I’'m totally against it, but I’'ve advocated for the
legalization and decriminalization of allillicit drugs—yes, even crack and
heroin—for years. A common misconception people have is that it is the
drug that draws the person in; this is wrong. There is no one known cause
of addiction, but one thing is for sure: people are drawn to drugs; drugs

aren’t drawn to people.

Thelegal status of those drugs is not going to change that; if anything,
making the druglegal is one less dangerous hurdle for people to jump over.
There are always going to be elements of danger when it comes to drugs.
As a society, it’s a positive thing if we can make it less dangerous where
we can, and not treat people who smoke too much weed as criminals.

Camosun College is trying to figure out how legalization will change
its curriculum and the student experience for students. Turn to page 6 for
the complete lowdown on how it’s going to impact college life.

Adam Marsh, student editor
adam@nexusnewspaper.com

flashback

25 Years Ago in Nexus

GREG PRATT
MANAGING EDITOR

That went on for way too long:
In our October 18, 1993 issue, the
story “Permaware to be reinstated”
talked about how Beaver Foods,
whoran the Lansdowne cafeteria at
the time, were making the decision
to bring non-disposable cutlery,
plates, cups, and bowls back to
the cafeteria. Beaver Foods had
used these before, but went back
to disposable ware after having too
many non-disposable dishes and
pieces of cutlery stolen. “We had
permaware in there before,” said
Camosun food services chair Brian
Genge, not mincing words, “and it
was a dismal failure.”

Don’t mess with Kraft Dinner:
The story “Student handbook met
with disapproval” in this issue de-
tailed how some students had some

issues with the Camosun College
Student Society (CCSS) student
handbook that year. Student Doug
McConnell said in the story that
he was “upset” and “disgusted” at
some items in the handbook, such
as the information that the makers
of Kraft Dinner test on animals and
union bust. “That is just pathetic,”
McConnell told us. “There is no
reason for that tobe in there.” CCSS
chairperson John-Henry Harter
replied to McConnell’s concerns by
saying “It’s important for students
to know who they are and what’s
going on around them.”

This started with permaware,
too: Letter-writer Nick Lovejoy ac-
cused the Camosun College Student
Society (CCSS) of being “a group
of hypocrites who feel they have
the right to throw their authority
around” in the issue before this
one in 1993, so CCSS external
affairs executive James Atchison
sent in a letter to us this issue,
calmly explaining that “As Society
management, decision-making is
partof ourjobs,” and telling Lovejoy
those two words any student who
cares should hear now and again:
“get involved.”

open space

Schools should be failing students

BAILEY LEGARE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Schools should fail students
earlier than high school.

School is a place where people
are supposed to learn how to do
things and succeed. But I've found
that the school system itself is a bit
of a wreck. Not many people are
prepared for life after school.

I’ve known people who only
just made it through to high school
because they weren’t allowed to
stay behind. They either didn’t
understand the material that was
taught to them or they just wouldn’t
do the work.

Unfortunately, if you don’t do
well, you don’t stay in a grade until
you know what you need to know.
A good example of this is math—

that doesn’t mean that a school
should teach a student until they
are able to understand, no matter
how long it takes.

There are a lot of people in the
past five or so generations that have
graduated who have benefited more
from a specialized curriculum. Or,
tobe more accurate, they’ve worked
at a different pace.

My high school only required
me to fill out a physical activity log,
complete a course on planning,
and not get under 50 percent on
my grades. So, basically, just pass.
They didn’t make me work hard to
graduate, nor did they get me ready
for real life.

[ know seven people who either
didn’t finish high school or had to
graduate “late.” I do believe that if

Most people don’t know what it’s like to fail
classes until they reach high school, and by that
point the impact is larger than it would have
been when we were younger.

many people have a hard time with
it. I've always had a hard time with
math. But they push us through
anyway.

To be honest, I should not have
passed Grade 6. The only reason [
did was because [ passed some of
the courses. My Grade 6 teacher
got me help in that year and was
the reason I made it to high school.

Most people don’t know what
it’slike to fail classes until they reach
high school, and by that point the
impact is larger than it would have
been when we were younger.

Now, I don’t always agree with
holding young students back. I do
agree that it’s not easy being in
a class with people of a different
age. And while there are different
circumstances for different people,

CONNY LIN
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ASHLEY MIGNEAULT

atleast half of them were held back a
grade and told that it wasn’t the end
of the world, well, it wouldn’t have
been the end of the world, because
they could have learned what the
teachers were wanting to teach.
That course about planning was
a requirement in my high school,
and it was also one of the most failed
classes. This class was basically
several different classes merged into
one. Overall, itwasnotabadidea to
have it set up this way, but why did
people fail it? Because there was so
much crammed into a one-semester
class. I don’t remember much, if
anything, from that course. This is
one reason why schools should be
able to fail students earlier in their
school career: to make sure they
actually learn what they need to.

ROBYN RUSSELL

“It’ll be kind of a rocky
beginning. Maybe [it should
be allowed in] designated
spots, but it would be tricky
because you’d have to

have those spots separate
from designated cigarette
smoking spots. Medicinal
marijuana, that would make
sense.”

“Maybe in a designated

area. Other than that, | don’t
know. If you have health
issues, that makes more
sense; for recreational use,
it doesn’t seem 100 percent
necessary... As long as
people aren’t doing it in an
area where they’re going to
bother someone else.”

“l don’t care about it

“It’s a bad thing. | don’t

“I don’t really feel like

“As long as it’s in the

because | never do it; I've
never tried it, so | don’t
care. All my friends are
doing it; it doesn’t really
matter for me. It’s rude—
impolite to other people, |
guess, because of the smell.
It just makes other people
not so comfortable.”

feel like it should be
allowed on campus. This
place is for studying.”

it affects me as long as
I’m not walking through
campus and everybody’s
smoking in the main area.
The best way to do it is to
have areas designated for
it so they’re available.”

designated smoking areas,
I don’t care. | can’t blame it
on thatif | don’t get good
grades.”

nexusnewspaper.com
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Camosun instructor Ken Steacy collaborates with Margaret Atwood on new comic
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Camosun College Comics and Graphic Novels program co-founder and instructor Ken Steacy.

ADAM MARSH
STUDENT EDITOR
When the world becomes a
dark, cold, and unforgiving place,
people turn to what comforts them.
In Canadian author Margaret At-
wood’s short story Oursonette, that
comfort is comics for protagonist
Al Zurakowski. Camosun Comics
and Graphic Novels program co-
founder and instructor Ken Steacy
says Atwood’s story—which is
based on a style of Canadian comic
books called Canadian Whites—got
into him and wouldn’t let him go.
“Any good piece of fiction or
literature or art or movies or TV
series, when it does have its hooks
inyou, whenyou leave the theatre...
you’re a little sad because there’s a

NEXUS

yearning,” says Steacy. “You want
more.”

Steacy decided to try to get in
contact with Atwood after being
inspired by her story; one thing led
to another, and he found himself
spending an afternoon with her
going over character development
for what became War Bears, his
comic collaboration with Atwood
based on Oursonette.

“Pinch me; I’'m dreaming,” he
sayswith alaugh, reflecting on that
afternoon.

Steacy and Atwood would ex-
change emails and meet to discuss
the story, and Atwood would pro-
vide tweaks in terms of character
development and plot. Steacy says
he followed the original Oursonette

Nexus media: we’re not just a
newspaper.

Head over to nexusnewspaper.com
for web exclusives and to comment
on stories.

We’re also on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. Join the
conversation!

We also always want new volunteer
writers. No experience necessary.
Email
editor@nexusnewspaper.com today.

story in this comic adaption, and
says that Atwood is a great cartoon-
ist who is a real history buff and
deeply invested in Canadian history
and Canadian culture and identities.

“But this is what she chose to
write about,” says Steacy. “Also,
people don’t know this, but she’s
a great cartoonist. She’s incred-
ibly funny and does these wonder-
ful little cartoons. It was just very
serendipitous.”

Steacy says that, stylistically
and thematically, the adaptionisin
keeping with the original Canadian
Whites. It has some black and white
pages and some colour, but, firstand
foremost, it’s patriotic, says Steacy.

“It’s a very Canadian story.
When I count my blessings, very

“Any good piece of fiction or literature or art or
movies or TV series, when it does have its hooks
in you, when you leave the theatre... you’re a
little sad because there’s a yearning. You want
more.”

KEN STEACY
CAMOSUN COLLEGE

near the top of the list is that I’'m
Canadian. I live and work in the best
country in the world. Of course, as
a Canadian, you’re not supposed
to say that; we’re much too polite,”
says Steacy, with a laugh.
Canadian Whites contributed
to—if not completely formed—a
distinctly Canadian subculture
within the comic industry, Steacy
says. Both the original and the
adaption of the story reflected the
time period the nation was in. It
was total war, says Steacy.
“Theentire nation—everyone—
issomehow directly or peripherally
involved in the war effort,” he says.
“Everyone was pulling together.”
Steacy says Atwood’s original
story reflected that. It was about
a boy, Zurakowski, who couldn’t
serve in the war. He sat at home,

ridiculed by those around him for
being lazy; he found solace in comic
books, and eventually they became
his contribution to the war effort.

“This will be his contribution to
the war. He will boost morale; his
characters will encourage people to
buy war bonds... he has a very pure
heart,” says Steacy. “The character
he creates is also a reflection of his
desire to show his support for our
allies.”

Steacy says that Canadian
Whites became an integral part
of the war effort in the story and
boosted morale for those on the
frontlines.

“It was all about fighting fas-
cism and punching Nazis and all
that good stuff,” says Steacy, “but
also, of course, there’s a very Can-
adian flavour to them.”

NEWS BRIEFS

Camosun instructor
first to defend
doctoral dissertation
in traditional territory

Camosun indigenization and
sustainability strategist Dawn
Smith recently became the first
personin the Faculty of Education at
the University of British Columbia
to defend her thesis off campus in
her traditional Nuu-chah-nulth
territory. Smith’s thesis focused
on epistemological collisions ex-
perienced by Indigenous profes-
sors teaching Indigenous topics to
non-Indigenous students. Smith
defended her dissertation at North
Island College.

Camosun goes
purple in support

Camosun College’s Mental
Health and Well-being Weeks run
until Friday, October 12. Students
are invited to wear purple on Wed-

nesday, October 10 in honour of
Amanda Todd, who died on October
10, 2012. The Young Building will
be lit up purple from October 10 to
12 to show support for the national
#LightUpPurple campaign in hon-
our of Todd.

Camosun holds

farmers market

Camosun held its first farm-
ers market on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 3 from 2:30 until 6 pm at
the Lansdowne campus. Local
farmers brought their produce for
students and the public to purchase
in the interest of sustainability. The
college may bring the market back
as a seasonal event but was unable
to confirm that at press time.

Applications for Youth
Parliament open

The British Columbia Youth
Parliament (BCYP) is now taking
applications from youth between

the ages of 16 and 21 who would
like to spend five days in the BC
Legislature to help set the course
for the year ahead for the BCYP.
Applications are due by October 23.
See www.bcyp.org for info.

S250-million building
project approved
in Saanich

A building project worth $250
million was unanimously approved
at a public hearing in Saanich on
Tuesday, September 18. The Nigel
Valley housing plan includes sup-
portive, market, and affordable
housing. Architect Franc D’Am-
brosio and Malcolm McNaughton,
BC Housing’s director of regional
development for Vancouver Island,
communicated the plans before the
Saanich council; the development
will be near Darwin Avenue and
Vernon Avenue, close to Uptown.

-ADAM MARSH
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know your profs

Camosun instructor Christian Lieb o

“What | really enjoy about Camosun is the
collegiality of the faculty, and the small class
sizes that make it possible to get to know
students. The human interactions really shape
the experience here, and that has been very
positive.”

CHRISTIAN LIEB
CAMOSUN COLLEGE

KATY WEICKER
STAFF WRITER

Know Your Profs is an ongoing
series of profiles on the instructors
at Camosun College. Every issue
we ask a different instructor at
Camosun the same 10 questions
in an attempt to get to know them
a little better.

Do you have an instructor who
you want to see interviewed in the
paper? Maybe you want to know
more about one of your teachers,
but you’re too busy, or shy, to ask?
Email editor@nexusnewspaper.
com and we’ll add your instructor
to our list of teachers to talk to.

This issue we talked to History
instructor Christian Lieb about his
love of red curry and the value of
studying the past.

1. What do you teach and how
long have you been at Camosun?

[teach history courses at Camo-
sun, covering a wide range of topics
from Canadian and American to
European and world history. I also
teach a couple of courses that have
a narrower focus, such as Second
World War and Hollywood as His-
torian. I started teaching at Camo-
sun in 2016. Before that, I taught
history at the University of Victoria
since 2004, and I've also taught at
Vancouver Island University.

2. What do you personally get
out of teaching?

Asaninstructor, I have the priv-
ilege to keep learning all the time—

NEXUS

reading historical records, the latest
research, and the daily news. [ also
enjoy hearing students’ insights,
and I appreciate the knowledge
they bring to class discussions.
Student contributions enrich the
learning experience by allowing
us to think about events in the past
from different perspectives. It’s
equally exciting to see how students
grow over time, and, in some cases,
to hear what they are doing after
graduation.

3. What’s one thing you wish
your students knew about you?

That I actually mean it when I
say that they should ask questions
in class if anything is unclear or
if they would like more details on
topics that they are interested in.
They are also welcome to come and
see me if they get stuck with their
assignments—I am here to help.

4. What’s one thing you wish they
didn’t know about you?

Hmm—that would kind of de-
feat the purpose if I actually dis-
closed that here...

5. What’s the best thing that’s
ever happened to you as a teacher
here?

What I really enjoy about Camo-
sun is the collegiality of the faculty,
and the small class sizes that make
it possible to get to know students.
The humaninteractionsreally shape
the experience here, and that has
been very positive.

n the future of history

. : )

KATY WEICKER/NEXUS

Camosun College History instructor Christian Lieb appreciates the knowledge students bring to class discussions.

6. What’s the worst thing that’s
ever happened to you as a teacher
here?

Nothing very terrible comes to
mind. One disappointment was that
duetolowenrolment, Camosunwas
notable to run the American survey
course this fall. Given recent events
south of the border, I am hoping
there will be an upswing in interest
in the historic and present role of
the United States in world affairs
in the future, though.

7. What do you see in the future
of post-secondary education?

It’s difficult to predict what
exactly is going to happen since
there are alot of different factors at
play, such as student preferences,
public funding, and government
priorities. However, demographic-
ally, we do see a decline in student

HELP US DIVERSIFY.

We want a wider range of voices in the

paper.

All Camosun students can write for us;
no experience is necessary. Bring your view to the
paper, to the college, to the students.

Email

editor@nexusnewspaper.com today!

numbers, which will put a squeeze
on resources. This has certainly
had an impact on the humanities,
which is unfortunate, since Hist-
ory students learn valuable skills
such as understanding the complex
processes that shaped societies past
and present, finding information,
and interpreting evidence. All of
these are transferrable skills that
will serve students well, no matter
what they are doing in the future.

8. What do you do to relax on
the weekends?

[like to spend my weekends with
my wife and son, ideally outdoors,
hiking in places such as East Sooke
Park, and taking photographs.

9. What is your favourite meal?
My favourite meal is a Thai red
curry with coconut rice.

10. What’s your biggest pet
peeve?

As a historian, I am concerned
that many governments today are
operating in a “history-free zone.”
We see populist governments rais-
ing tariff barriers, lowering taxes,
and undermining welfare systems,
while also setting stricter limits
on citizenship and immigration.
Similar policies were put in place
in the 1930s—they didn’t work then
and they are unlikely to be helpful
today. The structures put in place
after the Second World War were
meant to respond to the problems
of the 1930s, and now it looks like
they are being dismantled without a
clear plan of how to effectively re-
place them. As philosopher George
Santayana already put it in 1905,
“Those who cannot remember the
past are condemned to repeat it.”

nexusnewspaper.com

ARTS

words

L g
PHOTO PROVIDED

Portland-based artist and poet Demian DinéYazhi” will be reading in Victoria this month.

STEPHANIE ANKERSEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Portland-based transdisci-
plinary artist and poet Demian
DinéYazhi” is making a space for
queer Indigenous people within
the art world, but it’s proving to be
a hard task.

“I think for a while [ had a really
difficult time having pride in my
identity because it was tied so much
to this border town [Gallup, New
Mexico, where DinéYazhi” grew
up] thatisjustvery toxic and racist,”
says DinéYazhi’. “I think moving to
Portland definitely made me realize
how much of who I am is actually

tied to where I grew up and within
that I became interested in breaking
down why that placeis the way itis.”
Growingup in the’90s, DinéYa-
zhi” found an identity in a newly
shifting landscape of labels, which
helped open up the conversation.
“I think the labels are an entry
point for non-Indigenous people,
but I think it’s also an entry point
for Indigenous people, and I think
that there is a little bit of play there.
I think on the one hand it’s like
actually talking within this west-
ern theoretical mindset and the
other part of it, I think, it’s also

allowing Indigenous people into
that conversation.”

Navigating multiple identities,
DinéYazhi’ is trying to find a bal-
ance between two worlds. DinéYa-
zhi” admits that they don’t feel very
supported within Indigenous art
communities, attributing some of
this lack of acceptance to the way
their art “refuses to work within this
idea of traditional Indigenous art.”
Similarly, they don’t always find the
support they are looking for within
the LGBTQ+ community, either.

“I don’t know how much the
queer community cares or even

“l don’t know how much the queer community
cares or even thinks about Indigenous people.”

DEMIAN DINEYAZHI
ARTIST/POET

thinks about Indigenous people,”
they say. “I know there are some
people within the community that
do hold space for that, but within
a larger context, I don’t think the
queer community [supports] the
Indigenous community as much
asit could.”

On Friday, October 12, DinéYa-
zhi” will be performing their poem
“An Infected Sunset” here in
Victoria. Within this piece, they
examine the ways in which nature
landscapes are interpreted. They
“play a little bit with an alternative
view of the sunset from an Indigen-
ous perspective in a post-apocalyp-
tic landscape,” says DinéYazhi’.

Through their art, DinéYazhi”
encourages us to think about the
ways in which we talk about both
Indigenous activism and ways of
being.

“I think that word, ‘activism,’
isvery complex and perhaps even a
little problematic within Indigenous
communities,” they say. “I don’t
think that we have necessarily had
any other option than to be activ-

ists, and I think our activism is tied
mostly to our will and desire to
both survive but also to sustain our
cultures and languages. So [ think
it’s challenging within a western
perspective, because our activism
is just tied to taking care of the
Earth; it’s just tied to basic human
relationships with the planet that we
live on. I don’t think that within an
Indigenous practice or an Indigen-
ous mentality or philosophy those
things are radical notions, but when
you get western civilization and
white-settler, colonial, hetero-patri-
archal, white-supremacist social
structures and power structures
coming into direct contact with
Indigenous people, then it turns
into this really radical idea. But,
really, it’s so much embedded into
our ceremony and ways of being.”

Demian DinéYazhi”
7 pm Friday, October 12

Free,
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria

aggv.ca

2001 E Douglas St

New and Used PCs
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New play about motherhood has Camosun College roots

KATY WEICKER
STAFF WRITER

For actress and playwright
Nicolle Nattrass, the journey to
motherhood was not a simple one.

“It was quite a journey,” says
Nattrass, “because I always said if
[ don’t have a child by the time that
I’m 40 then that’s okay, because I
had lots of kids in my life. You know,
‘happy auntie,” and all that stuff.”

However, fertility issues that
she discovered later in life meant
that only 50 percent of Nattrass’
reproductive system was ever work-
ing. It was a discovery that took an
emotional toll on her.

“I was really grieving in my
39th year, like, ‘Okay, so am [ not
gonna be a mom?’ This is the time
where I’'m going to have to let that
g0, and all that stuff was coming up
for me,” she says.

Fast-forward to her 40th
birthday, and her acceptance that
motherhood maynotbein the cards.

“We always said, ‘If you don’t
get pregnant by the time you’re 40,
thenthat’sit,” and that’swhat I had
accepted. But emotionally trying
to accept that—intellectually, that
was one thing, but emotionally
trying to accept that was abig deal.
I didn’t do anything big for my
40th birthday. We went to a retreat
and had a couple’s massage and a
mineral bath, and I was just kinda
like, ‘T wanna be by myself for this
transition.””

“Moms have so much of their experience that’s
going on—so much of their identity and their
life—and they’re in this transition that we
should write down.”

NICOLLE NATTRASS
MAMAHOOD: BURSTING INTO LIGHT

Three weeks later, Nattrass got
the surprise of a lifetime when she
found out her now-nine-year-old
sonwas conceived on her birthday.

“I was like, ‘Ooookay...,”” Nat-
trass says with a laugh.

The following few years of preg-
nancy, birth, infancy, and life up to
the terrible twos is the foundation
for her one-woman show Mama-
hood: Bursting into Light—a project
conceived at Camosun College.

“I pitched a course called Mama
Memoirs,” she says, “because when
I'was anew mom, I started having all
theseideas, and I’'ma playwright, so
I’djust start writing down different
ideas. And then I thought, you know,
moms have so much of their experi-
ence that’s going on—so much of
their identity and their life—and
they’re in this transition that we
should write down. So, I pitched a
course to Camosun, and I taught the
course... and what came out of that
was actually—and [ write about it in

the program notes for the show—I
realized that I just really needed to
honour my own story.”

It’s a story that Nattrass has
been able to hone over the years,
a gift she doesn’t take for granted.

“I love being able to go back in
and learn more about my perform-
ance and about the script, because
we rarely get to do that,” says Nat-
trass. “As a professional actor, it’s
like you have two weeks, two and a
halfweeks—barely—now. [t used to
be three weeks. Now you have two
weeks to mount a show and thenit’s
done. And you may get a remount,
you may not, but then it’s done.”

Although Nattrass admits she’s
lost count of how many times she’s
mounted Mamahood (her estima-
tion is around 20), the ability to
revise has allowed her to craft a
story she hopes will resonate with
audience members, regardless of
whether they have children.

“The biggest thing I hope they

PHOTO PROVIDED

Nicolle Nattrass’ new one-woman show explores motherhood.

take away,” says Nattrass, “is re-
newed understanding, renewed
compassion, renewed empathy for
what their moms went through, for
what women go through during
pregnancy, birth, and post-partum.”

Mamahood: Bursting into Light

Various times,
until Saturday, October 20

$16 to $26 (student discount
available), Phoenix Theatre

finearts.uvic.ca
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Cannabis confusion

What does the legalization of marijuana mean for Camosun College?

date for recreational marijuana legalization in

Canada, as he promised in his election platform.
Fast forward a few months, and government officials
are still scrambling to make sense of it all and to find the
answers before the legalization date of October 17.

What does it all mean for us at Camosun? The college
is still scrambling to figure it out, too.

It’s been a long time coming; we’ve all witnessed the
gradual societal shift. In my youth, public consumption
could land a person in jail, and today it generally goes
unnoticed if that same person walks down Douglas Street
smoking a joint at rush hour. The government decision
is probably about 15 years behind public opinion on the
matter.

After sitting down to read bills C-30 and C-31, [ have
more questions than I did before I began. I guess I'll hit
the pavement and see what I can find out.

l ast June, Justin Trudeau announced the official

ence Joan Yates says that there are still a lot of

questions around the regulations surrounding
cannabis legalization. She says that Camosun is waiting
to see what the government does before moving forward.
When I ask if students will be permitted to smoke on
campus, Yates says that the short answer is that Camosun
doesn’t know yet.

“We are still doing the work to determine what we
need to do, as are most of the other colleges in the system
right now,” says Yates. “There is a little bit of wait and
see, in large part because we don’t want to be coming in
too heavy-handed. We tend to develop policy work as we
see what our community needs and wants from us, so we
don’t know that yet.”

Much of the debate has already been covered in other
policy areas, says Yates, adding that the issue is less about
smoking and more about protecting students’ personal
space.

“We have a smoking policy,” Yates says. “Like cigarette
smoking, there is a health issue associated with it, as well
as invading people’s spaces. We have a smoking policy
that will cover some elements of it.”

The other piece is that Camosun has student and em-
ployee conduct policies about being under the influence
of anything in the classroom; Yates says these policies
will remain intact.

“We want to make sure that professional practice is
followed,” says Yates, “i.e. when you’re in the classroom,

Camosun College vice president of student experi-

ifithas animpact where people are

By Fred Cameron, features writer

not effective at their work because

they are under theinfluence, that's - We have done research with other institutes to

adifferent issue. That’s some of the
debating that we’re doing about
usage overall.”

see what is occurring. We have received legal
advice about what the parameters should be.

For now Camosun is playing - These are all important pieces, but at the end of

wait and see, but as October 17
approaches, Yates says the college
is paying very close attention.
“We have done research with
other institutes to see what is oc-
curring,” says Yates. “We have
received legal advice about what
the parameters should be. These are

the day, | think that most people just carry on
and go to school, and smoke in the smoking

section.”

JOAN YATES
CAMOSUN COLLEGE

allimportant pieces, but at the end
of the day, I think that most people
just carry on and go to school, and
smoke in the smoking section.”

amosun chair of Economics, Statistics and
‘ University Transfer Business Bijan Ahmadi says
that there are still too many unknown variables

at this point to know what legalization will look like.

“Of course we’re not ready,” says Ahmadi. “As of
today, on October 17, I believe the only place that you’ll
be able to access cannabis in BC, is Kamloops. They’ve
had lots of time to create a framework, but they’ve wait-
ed until the last minute. They haven’t really created a
storefront framework. Over the past five to 10 years, the
pseudo-medical access providers have been opening up
storefronts and creating a framework that works. They
work with people in the community, they have anecdotal
evidence from their membership, they have products and
supply and distribution chains, and they could be on-the-
ground providers if they can be fit within a framework. It
appears to me that the provincial government has a bit
of an issue with that, so I’'m not sure that we’re ready.”

One of the biggest questions, says Ahmadi, is who will
be producing the product a year from now.

“Because itis an emerging industry which is constantly
changing,” says Ahmadi, “I don’t know where that’s going
to go. When the new regulations came out, as distributed
from the Canadian government to the provinces, they were
held under the idea that the government still permits li-
censed producers. I believe that the model from the medical
market has transitioned over to the recreational cannabis
market. Now what you have are firms that have to have
enough start-up and run through the hoops

“[The government is] not legalizing it. They are

to get certified. The hoops on the medical
side were quite significant, as far as security

controlling and selling it, while they amp up the andtesting. Itreally meant that only large

ramifications for illegal behaviour within the

companies could survive. The new market
model, whichisn’t quite in place, appears to

marijuana industry. It’s not legalization. | am not beonewithanumber of large commercial

forit, at all.”

KENNETH COTTRELL
CAMOSUN COLLEGE STUDENT

distributors that all sell, in BC, to an office
or cannabis control board, a pre-packaged
and prepared product for sale.”

All markets represent new opportun-
ities, says Ahmadi, so it does represent a

you’re acting professionally, as a student should. That
includes not being under the influence. The rules in that
area are much the same as with alcohol. I think that is
really more of a concern than smoking... imagine a trades
student getting high and working with heavy equipment,
or a nursing student.”

Yates says that the debate as to where and when stu-
dents can smoke is not as complicated for Camosun as it
isfor some institutions, such as the University of Victoria.

“The difference is that we don’t have residences,” says
Yates. “Many of the campuses that are most embroiled in
this have people living there as well as studying. There
is lots of work being done right now to figure out where
people can go to undertake a now legal activity. Many
residences have parameters around liquor as well.”

While smoking seems to be at the forefront, there are
a number of questions that need answering, says Yates.
What if, for example, people are taking cannabis for
medical reasons?

“They have been permitted to do that up until now,”
Yates says, “and we probably wouldn’t change that. But

new opportunity for Camosun students.
“There will be more programs involving
cannabis as a part of their framework,” says
Ahmadi, “because it will no longer be as
taboo to talk about. We’ll see that opening
up. Inasense, [ don’t think there will be new employment
opportunities. There is only transfer of employment. The
companies are already out there in anillegal market... It’s
shifting from cash to credit, and becoming part of our
mainstream market. The creation of the industry, the
framework behind it, and all of the legwork took years
to develop, and the people who have been doing that are
ingrained within it. In a sense, it is really just another
marketing opportunity for yet another good that is being
produced.”

Ahmadi says that this could have happened years ago,
but the taboo with cannabis is such that people didn’t
want to talk about it.

“Even on October 17 there will be a taboo between
people who smoke and people who don’t,” says Ahmadi.
“It’s not that significant. Five to 15 percent of people
regularly use cannabis, five to seven percent for daily users,
and 15 to 20 percent are using occasionally. They had a
big voice when they were oppressed, but as oppression
lifts, their voice will drop. If you are no longer margin-
alized you don’t need to have that same voice. We talk

about what cannabis is going to bring to society, and
all of the coming changes, but I think it’s going to be an
unceremonious fizzle.”

As the smoke clears, Ahmadi says we will adjust and
carry on.

“I’d argue that next year there is a store, and if you
want to smoke cannabis, you just go to the store and buy
it, and the question of whether it was produced by an arti-
sanal producer or not, or whether the certification agency
was authorized by the provincial or federal government,
or any of those other things won’t enter your mind any
more than where Labatt is brewed, or what is in a Coors
Light,” he says. “Most people will just buy the product
and consume it.”

ith a very large student base, Camosun
campuses host a spectrum of viewpoints.
[ took the time to wander Lansdowne and

aska dozen random students how they felt about cannabis
legalization, and how it might affect life as a student at
Camosun. What I encountered ranged from students who
don’t care and declined to comment to those with very
strong opinions, both in favour and against legalization.

Kenneth Cottrell, who is currently studying general
arts and sciences, is strongly opposed to the legislation.

“They’re not legalizing it,” says Cottrell. “They are
controlling and selling it, while they amp up the ramifica-
tions for illegal behaviour within the marijuana industry.
It’s not legalization. I am not for it, at all.”

Cottrell says that the changes tolaws in BC are flawed
at every level and do nothing to improve the situation.

“I don’t know why they are trying to change it,” he
says. “It’s awesome now. You can easily access a good
product in a non-dangerous situation. I think the major
issue, moving forward, is that the federal, provincial,
municipal governments are all involved, and there is a
lot of confusion between the departments as to how to
actually do it.”

Cottrell says that new limits around what products can
be sold are actually going to take us backwards in terms
of medical cannabis use.

“They are taking away things like distillates and
extracts that a lot of people are using as medicine,” says
Cottrell. “Some of those products work better for some
people than smoking the plant. There will be no distillate
pens. Some people don’t smoke but use marijuana for
medicine. They may have to switch from distillate pens,
which are much better for your health, to combustible
plant products. That is going to be detrimental to people’s
health. That is totally backwards.”

Cottrell says that the confusion, created by the lack
of certainty and the approaching legalization date, has
legitimate companies unsure of what to do next.

“People who built up businesses around marijuana
don’t know what to do yet,” says Cottrell, “and the gov-
ernment isn’t being very clear about it. If you operate a
dispensary, and you’re open one day after legalization, you
can be fined, and once you’ve been fined, you can’t ever
operate a marijuana dispensary. Every single dispensary
is going to have to shut down. Of course some people will
go with it, and shut down on the 16th, which will be the
end of business for them. Who knows how long it will be
before they are actually able to procure marijuana after
that? It’s going to put a lot of people out of work who are
currently in the industry. As it stands, there is one store in
Kamloops set to open on October 17. Growers and pro-
ducers are liquidating, just trying to get rid of everything,
because they don’t know what to do.”

continued on page 11

Make YOUR Choice
Voting opens Online from

October22nd 12:01am to
Wednesday 24th - 11:59 pm

Jordan Johnson
Lansdowne Executive

No Statement at time of publication

Hello potential voter! If you've seen some idiot running around campus in a tie, looking like he’s from a 40's musical, then
you already know something about who [ am! If it wasn’t nauseatingly apparent, I'm a political science student here at
Lansdowne, and am proud to be running for the CCSS! As a left wing activist, political organizer, and obnoxious person
on your doorstep during election season, | believe | can bring an experienced, progressive voice to the CCSS.

| believe in shaping the role of the CCSS to be one that does a better job giving back to students. | understand the
financial burdens we all face with post-secondary education, and will work tirelessly to lighten that load. We as students
deserve better, and | hope to be able to give you that, as a member of the Student Society. If you wish to get in contact
with me about anything, be it life, exams, teachers, politics, lack of friends, I'm always reachable at
sacha.christensen@gmail.com. Thank you very much for taking the time to read this, and I hope | can count on your vote!

Angela Chou

Pride Director

Hi, my name is Angela Chou and | would love to continue to be your Pride Director!

These past six months have been amazing, and | hope that you choose me to continue in this position! so far, we've had a
couple of fun events, like the Pride Parade! As well, there are some workshops that | am helping to plan right now. | will
also be providing opportunities to other fun events as they come up!

If there’s anything that you'd like to do, I'll do my best to help you make it happen. If there’s anything that you need, I'll
do my best to help you with it, or get you to somebody that can. I'm here for YOU, first and foremost.

I'd love to continue to work with you to make Camosun College campuses more welcoming and accepting.

I'm here to listen, I'm here to talk, and I'm here to help.

Dylan Bysted

Pride Director

Dylan Bystedt is a 2nd-year Information and Computer Systems student at the Interurban Campus. He’s served on the
Student Society for the past year, as an Interurban Director. While in that role, he was elected by his fellow board members
as Co-Chair of the Board. Recently, he joined the College’s newly founded Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Student
Policy Advisory Committee and the EDI Events, Education, Awareness, and Training Planning Committee. Here, Dylan
works to ensure that students are represented and remain at the forefront of the College’s decision-making process. Over
the last few weeks, he’s worked on a campaign with the CCSS to engage students on their issues and educate the student
body about the upcoming elections and referendum.

Before returning to post-secondary Dylan became involved within his union and the broader labour movement. Where
he received training on equity, and decolonization at UBC. With this knowledge, he worked to ensure his union had a
presence in the Victoria Pride Parade. He was successful in that campaign. Dylan cares deeply about the student body and
equity issues. He takes action and creates change. Vote Dylan Bystedt for the CCSS Pride Director position.




Dylan Bysted

Education Council Interurban

Dylan Bystedt is a 2nd-year Information and Computer Systems student at the Interurban Campus. He’s served on

the Student Society for the past year, as an Interurban Director. While in that role, he was elected by his fellow board
members as Co-Chair of the Board. And over the last few weeks, he's worked on a campaign with the (CSS to engage
students on their issues and educate the student body about the upcoming elections and referendum.

In May, he joined the College’s newly founded Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Student Policy Advisory Committee
and the EDI Events, Education, Awareness, and Training Planning Committee. Here, Dylan works to ensure that students
are represented and remain at the forefront of the College’s decision-making process. In this role, Dylan has gained
relevant experience liaising with faculty to accomplish a common goal. He hopes to use this knowledge to bring
common-sense reforms to educational policy, to return fairness and sensibility to the academic evaluation process.
Dylan cares deeply about the students. He takes action and creates change. Vote Dylan Bystedt for a Student Position on
the Education Committee.

Shayan de Luna-Bueno
Women’s Director

Advocating for education on prevention of sexual violence and sex ed, bringing pap smears available on campus and
being the local woman of colour: support for all people identifying as women

Hayley Lamb

Interurban Director

My name is Hayley Lamb and | was one of your previous Interurban Directors for the Camosun College Student Society
(CCSS). I'am a student at the Interurban campus, but I may have been seen at the Lansdowne campus, completing a first
year art class, and attending meetings with the Student Society and the college. | am a business administration student
working towards that CPA life. If | am voted into the CCSS, | will continue to put my time and effort into the college
policies and into student affairs. | plan to keep engaging with current and new members, and have events organized to
help the all of you (the students) have a great experience at Camosun College. Thank you for reading, and have a great
semester! Sincerely, Hayley Lamb

Max Walther

Interurban Director

My name is Max Walther and | am a student in the Computer Network program. | am
hardworking and honest, with a passion for democracy and freedom of speech.

| am familiar with Robert’s Rules of Order, and plan to attend every meeting held by the Society.
| consider my ability to see issues from a variety of viewpoints one of my personal strengths. |
enjoy helping others and am a dedicated polemicist.

Thank you for reading my statement. | hope | will earn your vote.

Gurpreet Singh Bhollar

Interurban Director

Hi my name is Gurpreet Singh Bhullar and lim standing in the election | have always been extremely passionate about
bringing people of all races. As a second year student at Camosun college in the General Business Administration Diploma.
| am determined to make this year incredible for all of us. Camosun College continues to inspire me to be the best version
of myself in this leadership role lid love to share my positive energy with everyone around me. | will always encourage my
fellow students to talk to me we can all contribute and enhance our experience.

Gagandeep Baath

Interurban Director

| believe strongly in a Student Council that promotes changes on campus to make students'lives easier and address any
challenges identified by the students. One such challenge is the difficulty in activating bus passes each September at the
Interurban campus. As an Interurban Director, | will push for installation of a functional activation machine outside the
Interurban library (similar to Lansdowne) so that students have more flexibility in how and when they can activate their
passes. | will also urge the Camosun administration to look into changes to make the bus pass systems more efficient and
reliable for students.

| will also push for extended tutoring hours — in particular, many students want the Math Tutoring center to revert to
previous years' hours of operations. As Interurban Director, students can rely on me to fight for the issues they care about.
So Vote for the GOAT.

Elvin Khankisbiev
Lansdowne Director

No Statement at time of publication

e

Malcolm MclLaren
Lansdowne Director

Hello I'm Malcolm McLaren and | would love your support for the position of 2018-2019 Lansdowne Director. I'm
currently a U.T. Bio/Psychology student who volunteers with the Camosun Psychology Club and at other local CCSS
events. | will address issues like the lack of Nutritional choices in the Lansdowne Cafeteria or the shoddy wifi connections
across Campus. | will work with the college from the policy drafting level all the way up to insure the voices of
Lansdowne students are heard and respected.

Nishant Harmilapi

Lansdowne Director

Nishant Harmilapi, running again for the position of Lansdowne Director to Continue Working with-the CCSS. Through my
time at Camosun, | have created close ties with-the community through raising awareness for Women in Need (WIN) and
advocating for Fairness for International Students with support from the British Colombia Federation of Students.

As | do my best to attain a study, work, and life balance, | seek opportunities and scope for progression within the college.
From campaigning for Proportion Representation for the Municipal elections to doing my best to get that assignment in
on time. As we work hard for good grades and greater jobs. Hence it’s our responsibility to support and guide, working
harder to make it happen.

Bringing to the table, my years of hospitality experience in managing and organizing events, now for Camosun and

(CSS. From leading a 16000ft climbing expedition to 21K’s, it has all spearheaded me to this. Utilizing the duties and
responsibilities of the Campus Director position, | am confident in enhancing the lives of students at Camosun.

Keeping It Real, Thank you: Nishant

Yara Abaza
Lansdowne Director

My name is Yara Abaza and | am running for the position of Lansdowne Director for the Camosun College Student Society.
This is my first semester at Camosun College and | have so far, felt lucky, welcomed and part of a larger and greater
community.

| enjoy outdoor activities like hiking and rock climbing and as such will make it my mission to make sure student
involvement and engagement on campus increases through the existing CCSS clubs.

It is my absolute desire to make sure that student voice is heard and valued. If [ am elected | will work to my best ability
to make sure that every student is made aware of the important events and opportunities.

If you would like a more fun, and involved student body Vote for YARA ABAZA for Lansdowne director online on October
22nd to 24th.




(CSS Referendum Question #1

The Camosun College Student Society (CCSS), and many other stu-
dent societies in British Columbia, were expelled from the Canadian
Federation of Students (CFS) in June 2018. Because the expulsion
from the CFS happened after the CCSS informed Camosun College
about fees to be collected, CCSS members are currently being as-
sessed a CF'S fee of $1.14 a month for an organisation they are no lon-
ger members of.

The British Columbia Federation of Students (BCFS), of which the
CCSS is a member, is taking over many of the responsibilities of the
CF'S and consequently the CCSS has both agreed to and is required to
increase their membership fee by the amount of the current CF'S fee
levy no later than December 31, 2019. Because of those actions, the
CCSS Board of Directors is proposing the temporary allocation of the
current CFS levy ($1.14 per month) to a special fund to be used for
campaigns and advocacy until December 31, 2019 as well as the tem-
porary payment of the Canadian Alliance of Student Associations
membership fee should members approve joining that organisation in
the separate referendum question. Following December 31 2019, the
CF'S Fee ($1.14 per month) would be converted to the BCFS fee.

Are you in favour of allocating the current and existing Canadian
Federation of Students (CFS) fee levy, and any fee amounts that have
been previously collected but not remitted to the CFS, to a special
Campaigns and Advocacy fund until December 31, 2019 and thereas-
ter to the British Columbia Federation of Students to meet the CC-
S$S’s obligations under the bylaws of that organisation?

(CSS Referendum Question #2

The Camosun College Student Society (CCSS), and many other student
societies in British Columbia, were expelled from the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students (CFS) in June 2018. Although provincial governments
are directly responsible for post secondary education in Canada, the fed-

eral government provides money and other supports to provinces and ed-
ucational institutions as well as the majority of student grants and loans
to students. The CCSS has previously engaged in lobbying the federal
government through alliances with other student groups and believes
that continuing to lobby with other student allies is the most effective
means to ensure that the voices of Camosun’s students are heard by gov-
ernment officials and the public.

Are you in favour of joining the Canadian Alliance of Student Asso-
ciations, a national alliance of student groups, in order to lobby the
federal government and others on issues important to students at a
current cost to CCSS members of $0.42 per month and with the col-
lection of the new fee levy commencing in January of 2020?

nexusnewspaper.com
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continued from page 6

As Cottrell sees it, the laws are set up to send the industry
back underground.

“We are likely to see big companies who produce sub-par
dope for prices that are not accommodating for people who
like to use marijuana,” says Cottrell. “For anyone who looks
outside of that system, the potential to go to jail is much
higher. They want 15-year sentences for people involved in
the transporting. It is the opposite of legalization. Basically,
I think the black market is going to come back, big time.”

Cottrell says that the government is set on the date be-
cause of financial commitments, and he doesn’t think there
is enough time to straighten it out.

“Why don’t they just step back and slow down?” he
says. “There is so much money wrapped up in this that even
though they are nowhere near ready, they still have to do it.
They are going to roll out this framework that is broken in so
many ways. [ would rather see them wait until they have got
it figured out. They are rushing it, and it certainly isn’t for the
benefit of the people who use the plant.”

As a student, Cottrell says that he believes that his peers
should be given the choice as to where and when they con-
sume cannabis.

“I personally don’t smoke marijuana before class,” says
Cottrell, “because I’'m paying to be here, and I don’t personally
need to use it. But, do I think students should be able to use
it? 100 percent. If people are using it for pain management,
and they can’t get through class without it, then yes, go forit.
I see students here smoking marijuana. I couldn’t do that, but
that is their prerogative. If they are able to get through class,
and give their teacher respect and attention, then go for it.”

Kirstin Currie is currently upgrading to meet the prerequi-
sites for the Dental Hygiene program; she says she thinks that
decriminalizing cannabis is a good idea.

“I don’t really understand why it was criminalized in the
first place in Canada,” says Currie. “We are pretty lenient
about marijuana already. I don’t know why there are such
strict punishments around it. There are positives and negatives
to everything. There are huge medical benefits, and possible
tax benefits, but there are always people who take advantage
of the situation and abuse it, but that should be left up to the
individual.”

Currie says that she thinks cannabis use is treated unfairly.

“It has definitely been demonized,” says Currie. “Alco-
hol is way more harmful, yet it is legal. People go out on the
weekend and get blackout drunk, but if someone smokes a
joint we put a label on them.”

As a student at Camosun, Currie says that she has no
concerns with students using at school.

“It’s not like people will be lighting up in the classrooms or
anything. It doesn’t really bother me. There are rules around
smoking, so it won’t be right outside the doors.”

Second-year Psychology student Richard Williams says
that he is all for legalization.

“I don’t know what to say, because it just seems like
common sense,” says Williams. “There is a lot of money
spent fighting it which could be spent researching its uses
and dangers and educating people rather than just saying,
‘This is bad.””

smoked, so kids aren’t exposed to it. It’s definitely safer when
it’s government regulated.”

While that all sounds good in theory, McGregor says that
it may not go quite as smoothly on the ground.

“Right now we are all
speculating as to how it’s go-

and Human Services dean Cynthia Smith says that
legalization will make medical marijuana readily
available to the public.

From a health-care perspective, Camosun Health

“Right now
people can only

ingtolook,” says McGregor.
“Once legalization rolls out,
we’re going to have to ad-
just to see what’s working
and what’s not. The biggest
concerniswhatisn’t going to
work, and will we be ready?”

There is good and bad

“We are the only college that is offering
cannabis education through the [Continuing
Education] delivery area.”

go to the dispens-
aries for medical
marijuana,” says
Smith. “With the
legalization of
it, mainstream
retail outlets like
Pharmasave and

JANICE HANNA
CAMOSUN COLLEGE

with everything, and Mc-
Gregor says he has some
concerns as a student.

“I think it’s fine after
classes, but it’s a distraction
if people are using before
classes,” says McGregor. “They won’t pay attention. I think
we should keep it off campus so people can do their work.
It’s a matter of opinion, and I’m sure there are people who
would argue with me, but I’d say keep it off campus. Save it
for after class. It’s just easier for everyone. If they do smoke,
please keep it in the smoking areas.”

amosun director of Continuing Education (CE)
Janice Hanna says that marijuana legalization

represents a rare opportunity, as it’s an industry
that has flown under the radar for so long and is now coming
to the mainstream.

“In order to participate in this industry,” Hanna says,
“whetheryou’re raising capital, running the books, or hiring
people, you still need to know about the product itself. There
has to be an awareness about what it is that you’re putting
out there. People need to understand the history, and the
space within which the industry operates. It’s like the end of
prohibition in some ways.”

The goal, Hanna says, is to launch into the subject area as
aresponsible provider of community education.

“We’re in partnership with Kwantlen Polytechnic Univer-
sity [KPU], which has been one of the curriculum development
leaders in cannabis education in BC,” says Hanna. “We are
the only college that is offering cannabis education through
the CE delivery area. We are in good partnership with KPU
to deliver really well-researched and scientifically sound
curriculum to anyone who enrols in our classes. We aren’t
embarking in research at the college. We are relying upon a
great partner to provide us with a really good curriculum.”

The college launched its first marijuana-related class,
Growing Cannabis for Professionals, in April.

“The purpose of that course is to introduce professionals
into the industry of cannabis,” says Hanna. “That course is
giving a general overview of the science behind cannabis and
the plantitself. It’s an introduction to the history of cannabis.
[t really gives professionals who have taken accounting, busi-
ness, or horticulture an idea of what the industry is all about.”

There is a second course, Cannabis Oper-

“It’s not like people will be lighting up in the

ations, that Hanna says will start in January
2019.
“That’s a course for people who are looking

classrooms or anything. It doesn’t really bother todoamanagerialjobwithalicensed producer,”

says Hanna. “Management jobs, supervisory

me. There are rules around smoking, so it Won’t jobs operations and processing jobs, account-

be right outside the doors.”

KIRSTIN CURRIE
CAMOSUN COLLEGE STUDENT

ing, human resources will all be required for a
large operation. It’s for someone with a little bit
of management experience who would like to
learn alittle bit about the operations of alicensed

Williams says that he doesn’t really think other students
using would affect him at all.

“It might be kind of weird if students are using it on the
groundsin the smoking area,” says Williams, “but  wouldn’t
be against it, as long as it is contained. I feel pretty much the
same about it as I do about tobacco.”

Second year Criminal Justice student TJ McGregor says
that there are a number of benefits to legalization.

“I’d say that it’s probably good for the economy,” says
McGregor. “By doing it legally, we are getting drug dealers
out of the picture. Regulating it will mean people can do it
in a safe environment, and allow government to determine
where people can smoke it. It’s different for military, too.
Rules around that rolled out about a month ago. There are
so many different components. It has similar rules to the
ones for tobacco, so we can set rules around where it can be

producer. We talk about the plant itself, what
kind of environment is required, the type of
lighting, and the end-to-end processing, from
seed selection to cultivation. It gives someone
interested in a supervisory or management role an idea of
what it’s like inside a cannabis growing operation.”

Acknowledging that there may still be stigma toward
cannabis in the greater community, Hanna says there will
be more debate to come.

“If I step back and ask, ‘What is the role of a public edu-
cation institution in a community?’ it’s to be able to have
discourse and open some dialogue around these issues. Of
course there are two sides to the story—that’s why we have
the type of free speech and dialogue that we do in colleges and
universities. For us, it would be negligent not to be involved
in aresponsible way with an industry that is getting so much
national and international attention.”

Shoppers Drug
Mart will be offer-
ing medical mari-
juana. From what
[ understand, it’s
not going to hap-
pen overnight, but availability will be more widespread.”

Smith says cannabis education, to some degree, is in most
of the health programs, adding that there are unique aspects
to it that are important to different areas of education.

“A Dental Hygiene student is going to be educated on
smoking and the impacts it has on the mouth cavity,” says
Smith. “Then, of course, in the Mental Health and Addictions
program, we talk about the potential of cannabis to exacerbate
mental illness, and how it is used in the treatment of mental
disorders. In Nursing, we talk about how it’s used to treat
people with cancer, as well as how it is used to treat pain and
arthritis. Then there is the matter of informed consent—mak-
ing sure that if a patient is exhibiting any kind of psychotropic
effects of drugs that their informed consent to be a patient is
addressed, regardless of what field our students are learning
about. Understanding what the drug can be used for, and the
impact on patients, and how could that affect practitioners.”

Smith feels that as it becomes more available, it’s gaining
more interest from students and becoming more integrated
into the curriculum. From a personal standpoint, Smith says
that she’s generally optimistic, but she stresses the importance
of continuing research and education.

“I recently read a Canadian survey, interviewing both
health and social service practitioners, and what came up
was that there were more questions than answers, and there
were alot of misconceptions. I think thereis alot more that we
cando in terms of educating ourselves as health practitioners
and then informing the public. There are a lot of misconcep-
tions around it being a gateway drug, not understanding
that many of the medicinal forms of cannabis don’t have the
mind-altering effects. Some of the research points to benefits
of medicinal cannabis for arthritis, and multiple sclerosis,
and various other ailments. We need to make sure that we
are informed of the current research, and that we share that
with students.”

Smith points to further research that she says suggests
thatincrease in use, once it gets legalized, will predominantly
be among 18- to 24-year-olds.

“The concern there is about safe use, just like it is with
alcohol,” says Smith. “I think we have done a good job in
Canada, and internationally, around designated drivers, and
not drinking and driving, and now we need to do that with
cannabis. There is concern about the age of use, but [ think
aligning it with the drinking age is appropriate. The fact that
we are going to remove the criminal aspect is just so much
healthier.”

Camosun College Student Society external executive
Fillette Umulisa says that she is happy that the government
“has decided to stop fighting a losing battle.”

“They will stop wasting money fighting against people,”
she says.

goal of making sense of the new marijuana legis-
lation. I thought [ was getting close. The legislation
doesn’t make sense, but I thought that [ understood it. That all
changed two days before deadline, when I ran into Kenneth
Cottrell again in the courtyard. After exchanging pleasantries,
Cottrell asked me if  had heard that Canada had just signed on
with Mexico and the US for a renewal of the war on drugs...
I think we have reached a tipping point, as a society,
agreeing that the drug problem should be treated as a health
issue rather than one for the prison system. I take legalization,
at least partly, as a token gesture from our government to let
us know that they walk with the people.
[ don’t know how to end this story. I guess I'll have to
write a sequel.

Two weeks ago [ sat down at my computer with the
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music

Toronto singer/songwriter Ben Kunder connects through carpentry, music

“| feel like, especially right now, we all have a

hard time being open and honest because of

technology and social media. We’re all sort of

hiding behind the facade we put out into the
world.”

BEN KUNDER
MUSICIAN

JOSIAH SNELL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Since he was alittle kid—stum-
bling over his dad’s old college
guitar in the basement and teaching
himself to play it with Bob Dylan
songbooks—music has played a
vital role in Toronto singer/song-
writer Ben Kunder’s life.

“We always had music in the
house; we had a pretty expansive
record collection, and [my dad]
always took me and my brother
to a lot of concerts from a really
young age,” says Kunder, who has
spent time living across the country,
including in a cabin on Salt Spring
Island. “He sort of opened the door
for me to experience music in a lot
of different ways and create my own
opinions from an early age.”

That early love of art has fol-
lowed Kunder through his life,
showing itself not only in his music
but also in his years as a stage ac-
tor and as a carpenter—the work
that currently occupies his time
when he’s not busy making music.
Regardless of what project he’s

pouring his considerable talent
and passion into, the one thing that
never changes is the value Kunder
sees in being able to connect with
others through his work.

“It’s allabout building relation-
ships and connecting with people,
to sort of create something, or help
them, or be a part of their lives in
some way. [t’s not the prettiest job,
but it’s necessary,” says Kunder of
his work as a carpenter. “So yeah,
[ like it.”

Although he brings many of the
same qualities to both his music
and carpentry, it’s the contrast be-
tween the two that gives his music
aparticular strength and clarity. It’s
partly this, Kunder says, that keeps
him—and his music—grounded.

“I think it’s just sort of kept
me honest; it’s kept me somewhat
humble. My hands get dirty and I
build things,” says Kunder. “I work
pretty hard when I’m not on the road
and not making music. I’'m working
full time doing that work. It feels
good. It just adds to who I am. It
keeps me honest.”

It’s this honesty that makes
Kunder’s new album Better Human
such a profoundly—occasionally
bordering on uncomfortably—per-
sonal work. With songs that muse
nakedly on family, love, and loss,
Kunder says he’s striving now more
than ever to communicate with his
audience on a deeply emotional
level.

“As personal as it is, it’s meant
to be a universal message,” says
Kunder. “Ifeel like, especially right
now, we all have a hard time being
open and honest because of tech-

nology and social media. We’re all
sort of hiding behind the facade we
put out into the world.”

Many artists struggle to tour
with such deeply personal work.
Spending night after night exposing
your fears and doubts to strangers is
enough to wear anyone down, but
Kunder—currently finishing up
thelastleg of his Canada-wide tour
before heading off to Europe—sees
it differently.

“Bybeing brutally honest about
struggles that | have and then sing-
ing about them, and having some of

MEGAN MCISAAC
Toronto-based singer/songwriter Ben Kunder has lived in various places across Canada, including Salt Spring Island.

the messages be brutally honest, I
can’t fake it on stage. It helps me,”
he says. “It helps me and it connects
my music to an audience more. It’s
quite freeing. I feel very grounded
right now. It was a bit hard at first.
My first few shows I would get a
little emotional here and there. Now
it feels great, and it really feels like
I’m connecting with people.”

Ben Kunder
8 pm Sunday, October 14

$12, Copper Owl
copperowl.ca

stage

Beethoven’s freedom fight on display with new performance

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Social justice meets opera with
Pacific Opera Victoria (POV)’s
contemporary production of
Beethoven’s Fidelio, which may
just challenge your perceptions of
the human condition.

Bogota-raised multidisciplin-
ary artist and filmmaker Monica
Hernandez has joined with director
Wim Trompert and designer Nancy

DAVID COOPER
Pacific Opera Victoria founding artistic director Timothy Vernon.

KATRINA BROOKE

Bryant to create an on-set memorial
to resistance and freedom fighters
thatis “extraordinarily expressive,”
says conductor and POV founding
artistic director Timothy Vernon.
A projected screen will help create
the backdrop for the performers,
streaming images and scenes haunt-
ed by shadows and stark reminders
of the costs of war.

“It sounds very dark, and in a
way it is very dark,” says Vernon.

“It sounds very dark, and in a way it is very dark.
It is about the capacity of human beings to
oppress one another.”

TIMOTHY VERNON
PACIFIC OPERA VICTORIA

“It is about the capacity of human
beings to oppress one another.”

Although oppression is one of
the central themes of this piece, so
too are the ideas of freedom and
individual responsibilities. Sur-
rounded by soldiers and prisoners,
onewoman leads the charge against
tyranny, disguising herself asaman
so she can enter the prison where
her husband is a political prisoner
sentenced to death.

“In lesser hands, it might be
just a sappy rescue drama,” says
Vernon, “butin Beethoven’s hands,
itbecomes something monumental
because he thought monumentally,
and because his music has a reach
and a vision and a strength that
made it pretty much imperishable.”

The piece is performed in Ger-
man, with surtitles that Vernon
assures will be “just like going to
see a movie with subtitles.” It’s
also one of few operas that has
both dialogue and song, although
the dialogue has been cut down
to a bare minimum for the benefit
of those audience members who

come to hear and enjoy the sub-
lime music of Beethoven’s creative
genius. Something perhaps less
apparent to the audience as it is to
the creative team rehearsing this
piece is Beethoven’s complete lack
of experience in composing for the
theatre. In nine symphonies, five
piano concertos, 32 piano sonatas,
and 16 string quartets, the famous
deaf composer produced only one
opera.

“Beethoven didn’t really under-
stand the voice deeply,” says Ver-
non. “He wrote for the voices as
though they were instruments. It
takes very strong voices and de-
veloped, mature technique to sing
what he wrote.”

Tall orders for the leading voices
of this production. Italian-Canadian
soprano Aviva Fortunata makes
her debut appearance with POV
in the leading role of Leonore, dis-
guising herself as Fidelio (which
means faithful) in order to enter the
secret dungeons to rescue her hus-
band. Making his Canadian debut,
American tenor Brent Reilly Turner

takes on the role of the imprisoned
Florestan.

“It’s not just about who is go-
ing to sing it well,” says Vernon,
“but who is going to work well
in an ensemble. Because it is an
ensemble event and you need not
just cooperation, but you need
trust and reliance. Performers rely
on each other on stage to a great
degree and I think it’s important
to try to find that harmony when
you’re casting, whenyou’re putting
the show together. We’ve had avery
cooperative, positive, safe working
space for people.”

There is the promise here of
an experience that transcends lan-
guage and culture, lifting its audi-
ence into the ideals of the human
condition that so fascinated the
German enlightenment philosopher
in Beethoven. The young musician
and his friends grew up in Bonn, a
hotbed for the enlightenment move-
ment of 18th-century Germany.
“This is a universal story,” says
Vernon. “We’re trying to show
that Beethoven is thinking about
freedom, about democracy, about
individual strengths, and that is
very contemporary, too.”

Fidelio
Various times,
Thursday, October 11 to

Sunday, October 22
Various prices, Royal Theatre
rmts.bc.ca

nexusnewspaper.com
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Unpacking A Doll’s House for a second time

’ ~

.

TIM MATHESON

A Doll’s House, Part 2 examines issues of relationships and inequality through a modern lens.

KATY WEICKER

STAFF WRITER

When Henrik Ibsen wrote A
Doll’s House in the 1870s, he raised
shockingly progressive and contro-
versial questions about marriage,
motherhood, and women’s societal
roles. When the central character,
Nora, chose to leave her marriage
and children at the end of the play, it
was a door slam for gender equality.
In2017, playwright Lucas Hna-
thbrought the charactersbackin A
Doll’s House, Part 2 to examine the
aftermath. The second part of the
story takes place 15 years after the
original, and, according to director

Michael Shamata, audience mem-
bers don’t have to have seen the
first play to understand the second.

“It’s recapped, in a kind of way,
during the show. There’s enough
expositionin the first scenes that the
audience would kind of figure out
whatwould happen,” says Shamata.
“But the main thing is, at the end
of A Doll’s House—the original—
Nora, the wife, realizes that she and
her husband don’treally have a real
relationship, they’re both kind of
playing roles, and she realizes that
she needs to leave, and find out who
she is, and find out what the world
isreally all about. So, she leaves her

husband and her three children, and
walks out.”

The Belfry chose A Doll’s House,
Part 2 for many reasons to be its
2018-2019 opening production,
one reason being Shamata’s love
of the script and appreciation for
Hnath’s work.

“[Hnath] felt like the conver-
sation had not been completed,
that the conversation that Ibsen
started about marriage, that there
was more conversation to be had,”
says Shamata. “So, he brings Nora
back after 15 years of being absent,
and partly she confronts the damage
that she created—the mess that she

“What’s really exciting is when it feels like
people talking like people who have a lot of
history, but haven’t seen each other for a long
time.”

MICHAEL SHAMATA
A DOLL’S HOUSE, PART 2

left behind by leaving—to the three
other characters in the play.”

The fact that the complexities
and nuances of marriage are as true
now as theywere in the 1800sisone
of the most exciting aspects of the
play for Shamata, who says that the
original ending of Ibsen’s play was
deemed too shocking and changed
in several countries because in the
1800s people couldn’t fathom the
idea of a woman leaving her chil-
dren; Shamata believes this notion
still holds true in today’s society.

“The idea of a woman aban-
doning her children is still con-
sidered... It’s just not something
that people do,” says Shamata.

This blending of two time per-
iods allows A Doll’s House, Part 2to
examine the issues of relationships
and equality through amodern lens.

“That’s exactly what the play-
wright set out to do—write a play
that’s in period costume. The lan-
guage to a certain extent feels mod-
ern, feels contemporary, and the
issues feel totally contemporary,
but it could be a period piece,” says
Shamata.

Past all its intricacies, at the
heart of the show is a family with
incredibly complex issues, and
getting to the truth of that is one
of the biggest challenges of the
production.

“What’sreally exciting is when
it feels like people talking like people
who have alot of history, but haven’t
seen each other for a long time,”
says Shamata. “So there’s all this
kind of baggage, and there’s also
a lot of catch-up, and making sure
that we all have our perspectives
straight for each character, so that
we all remember the same events but
we have our own interpretation of
them. It’s kind of like when you see
family at Christmas, and don’t see
them in between... You know them,
but you’ve missed a whole year of
their lives and what’s happened
to them.”

A Doll’s House, Part 2

Various times, to Sunday,
October 14
Various prices, Belfry Theatre

belfry.bc.ca

review

Langham Court delivers spirited season opener in Blithe Spirit

STAFF WRITER

Believe it or not, Victoria’s
Langham Court Theatre has just
celebrated the opening of its 90th

PHOTO PROVIDED
Langham Court Theatre’s Blithe Spirit kicks off Langham’s goth season.

KATY WEICKER

season. And what better way to
kick off the year than with a tried
and tested favourite? In this case,
it’s Blithe Spirit by Noé&l Coward
(it’s so much a favourite that this

The set was a visual smorgasbord of colour and
style; the costumes were stunning and
elaborate; the special effects (yes, you read that
right) were breathtaking.

is the company’s fifth rendition of
the play).

Given thatit’s such awell-craft-
ed piece of work, it’s easy to see why
Langham keeps coming back to this
classic. The writing is strong, the
story is spooky, witty, and hilari-
ous—to the point that even I, the
confirmed feminist, will forgive the
slightly sexist ending. But really, if
the only negative thing I can say
about a play (writtenin the 1940s, I
might add) is that it’s a little dated,
I can’t really complain.

And, honestly, despite the dated
ending, it was a joy to watch. The
set was a visual smorgasbord of
colour and style; the costumes were
stunning and elaborate; the special
effects (yes, you read that right)
were breathtaking.

Also, theacting was solid across
the board. For such a hearty show,
it has a modest cast size, meaning
there’s a lot of heavy lifting from
its principal actors, something lead
Alan Penty handled brilliantly. He
was engaging and electrifying as

Charles, giving charm and warmth
to a potentially unlikeable character.

Penty’s counter-balances Kate
McCallum Pagett and Jackie Rioux
both delivered solid performances,
and Elizabeth Whitmarsh had me
in stitches as the eccentric Madame
Arcati—particularly in a few in-
stances of technical prop difficulty,
which she improvised her way
through like a champ.

A word of caution: the show
is marketed for all ages, but there
were a few moments that made me
jump in my seat, and the late start
time meant that it didn’t end until
about 10:30.

Blithe Spiritis aperfect, spooky
way to start the fall, a triumph for
Langham, and a delight to watch.

Blithe Spirit
Various times, until Saturday,
October 13

$23to $25,
Langham Court Theatre
(student discounts available)

langhamtheatre.ca

Slash

Living the Dream
(Snakepit/Roadrunner Records)
4/5

Slash does not need to rely on
areunion with Guns n’ Roses to be
one of the best guitarists to ever live;
he’s doing just fine on his own. In
his third collaboration with Myles
Kennedy and The Conspirators,
he proves once again that his rock
songs are nothing shy of intense,
knee-jiggling, auditory poetry that
will pump listeners full of energy.

The opening bars of “The Call
of the Wild” roped me inin such a
way that [ found myself frequently
skipping back just to hear them
again. Things slow down a bit
with “Lost Inside the Girl”; “Sugar
Cane” is blissful heaviness; “The
Great Pretender” carries a meth-
odical weight.

The new addition of Frank
Sidoris’ rhythm guitar work is a
nice touch for continuity, allowing
Slash to focus on the riffs that are
the pulse of the legendary rocker.

This album is tight, decisive,
and more together than the group’s
last two.

-ADAM MARSH
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Previous solution - Easy

How to beat Str8ts —

Like Sudoku, no single number can
repeat in any row or column. But...

rows and columns are divided by black
squares into compartments. These
need to be filled in with numbers that
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set
of numbers with no gaps but can be in
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black
cells remove that number as an option
in that row and column, and are not part
of any straight. Glance at the solution to
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

SUDOKU

No. 210

Very Hard

Previous solution - Tough
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The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
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Just remember
it's what's on
the inside that

counts \

This seems excessive
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words to create this issue’s word search.

By Jayden Grieve

october word search

Well, hello there, October. Nice to see you, and all that comes with you, again. Things are crisp, things are
spider-y, things are oh my god there are spiders everywhere. Anyway, we put together abunch of October-related

Find the words on the left in the puzzle on the right; as always, stop by the Nexus office (Richmond House
201, Lansdowne campus) if you complete this puzzle to pick up something from our pile o’ prizes.
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973|4586|2/18
185[297[463
32 1[5 7 9|68 4
85964 1|7/32
6 4 7|3 82|59 1
7 38|92 4|156
59 4|16 8|327
216/735|8409

To complete Sudoku, fill the
board by entering numbers 1to 9
such that each row, column and
3x3 box contains every number
uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts check out our
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and
much more on our store.

contest

Find the hidden

Nexus and win

Let’s see if you can find this copy
of the last issue of Nexus, which
we hid somewhere at Camosun
College’s Lansdowne campus.

The first person to find this copy
of the paper and bring it in to our
office winsthemselves a free prize!

GREG PRATT/NEXUS
Last time, the issue was hidden
ontop of somelockers onthe second
floor of Fisher.

Who will find this hidden
Nexus? Bring it to us once you find
it; we’ve got gift cards, shirts, and
more for the winner to choose from!
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is haunted,” September 12,2018

time,” September 26, 2018

| Twitter, and Facebook today!
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What's happening at
nexusnewspaper.com

Week of October 1, 2018, top five most read stories:
1.“Langham Court delivers spirited season opener,” September 28,
2.”10 things you didn’t know about Camosun: Lansdowne edition,”

3.“Freedom of speech on campus in 2018,” September 26, 2018
4."Know Your Profs: Stephen Fielding hypothesizes Young Building

5."Potted Potter tells a whole lot of Harry in a short amount of

Plus, head to our site to check out web-exclusive stories!
Check it all out at nexusnewspaper.com, and find us on Instagram,
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Let's Talk?

As woke as [ am, I am also de-
sensitized to the daily chip-aways |
experience asawoman. Even when
they happen, I don’t speak up as
much as I should. This was brought
to my attention recently when [ went
to the pharmacy with a friend to
refill a prescription.

[ walked to the drop-off counter,
where there was a little sign asking
patrons to maintain a respectful
distance for the privacy of others.
Fair enough. I mean, who wants
Joe Blow behind them knowing
they need their hemorrhoid cream
refilled?

So, I stood there, and the phar-
macy assistant sat at a desk about
10 feet away from the front counter.
He looked up at me and, without
getting up, asked—in full voice—
what [ wanted. I told him I’d like
to fill a prescription. He asked—
loudly enough that [ questioned
the point of a sign asking for space
for privacy—for my personal info:
my last name, first name, date of
birth, which I provided with my

best “class presentation volume
level” voice, despite the butterflies
in my stomach.

AfterI clarified from across the
abyss of the desk that I indeed go to
Camosun, andyes, sir, | had paid my
tuition, he asked what prescription
[ wanted to fill.

Now, I’m not one to care about
these types of things, but having
to project across a pharmacy that |
needed to refill my prescription for
birth control seemed like a gross
invasion of my privacy—plus, come
on! Sign!

He clarified an aspect of my
prescription with the pharmacist,
who was even further away from
us—but don’t worry, the assistant
said it loud enough for the pharma-
cist to hear without having to get up
from his desk.

Afterbeinginformed that I could
pick up my prescriptioninan hour, I
shuffled out of the pharmacy. Once
outof earshot, | hesitantly asked my
friend if he thought the pharmacist’s
behaviourwas inappropriate—the

by Katy Weicker

On privacy, the pharmacy, and gender expectations

not-so-colourful version of his an-
swer was “yes.” Yes, he did.

He wanted to know why I didn’t
say anything. [ should complain; it
had to be a violation of some kind
of code of ethics. He said I should
say something or he would. I, very
uncharacteristically, shrivelled into
myself and assured him [ would.

I never did. Because the reality
is, if he—being a cis white male—
said something, he would be as-
sertive and probably get an apology.

IfIdid—if [ hollered back across
the counter that [ wasn’t comfort-
able shouting my information, if I
suggested homeboy get off his booty
and come talk to me at the desk
like he’s supposed to—I would be
labelled as “difficult,” and probably
be referred to as the “crazy lady
customer” for the rest of the day.

[ wish it were different. And
maybe one day it will be. Maybe
the pharmacist will read this, and
realize that just because someone
holds power doesn’t mean they
should abuse it.

Many people ask me whatled me
to leave my country, my family, and
my culture behind to come and live
in Canada. The truth is that every
international student has a different
answer to why they made that de-
cision; in my case, I left my country
in search of better opportunities in
thelabour market. For me, because
the curriculum is better, getting a
diploma or certificate abroad is a
better choice than gettingitathome,
regardless of if I’'m returning to my
home country or staying in Canada
after I finish school.

For most students, living in an-
other country represents a possible
change in their professional career.
Therefore, it’s quite common to
see people who come in search of
courses that are completely different
from ones they did in their country

Unpacking the Bags
Making the biggest step possible

of origin. This might even have
cultural influences. For example, in
Brazil, a career change is not always
seen positively. On the other hand,
if this change is made in another
country, this shows the determina-
tion and courage of the professional.
Therefore, an education abroad can
be extremely beneficial. While also
aiming for a career improvement,
other students seek in anew country
the opportunity to learn a new lan-
guage and live with a new culture.

Another quite common re-
sponse to justify living abroad is
“because I want to explore the
world.”

Many students want to see with
their own eyes the countries they
studied in high school, meet people
from different cultures, and broaden
the worldview they have. This can

by Renata Silva

bring many professional and per-
sonal benefits.

Finally, I’ve also seen many
students who are fathers or moth-
ers of families and risk everything
to offer their children better living
conditions that could not be offered
in their home country.

[ say that every international
student brings with them a whole
world.

No matter your motivation,
leaving everything behind will
always be difficult because it’s
basically getting as far out of your
comfort zone as possible.

But we face all the challenges
because we hit our new country with
a determination to fight for some-
thing better, and we are confident
that this step will bring positive
results.

Tech Talk
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While a pen and paper always
work great in a school environment,
sometimes you want to digitize your
notes and memos. Let’s take alook
at some good options for electronic
note-taking.

Google Keep (for Android,
i0S, and web, free)

Google Keep aims to do one
thing and to do that one thing better
than anyone. With Google Keep,
you can take simple notes on An-
droid and iOS devices, and the web,
effortlessly.

- Pros: Great for short notes and
to-do lists

- Cons: Hard to organize notes
once you have a handful of them

Notion (for Android, iOS,
Mac, and Windows, free with
paid options)

The goal of Notion is to do every-
thing in one place, so you can build
your simple database, collaborate
with other people and track their

changes, and use simple annota-
tions to style your notes.

- Pros: From a database to sim-
ple notes, you can keep everything
in one place

- Cons: Easy to hit usage limit
in the free plan

Notability (for iOS and Mac,
paid version only)

Notability supports new iPads
with Apple Pencils, giving you a
similar experience to using a real
pen to take notes. It also supports
PDF templates, so you can write
on PDF-exported presentation files
during classes.

- Pros: If you have iPad with
Apple Pencil support, this is a must

- Cons: Only works on Mac
platforms

OneNote (for Android, iOS,
Mac, and Windows, free)

Being part of Office suites,
OneNote provides the widest range
of functionality, with the familiar Ul
of Office. You can also use it without

by Sunki Baek

5 note-taking apps for college students

purchasing Office (whichis free for
Camosun students anyways), so it’s
more approachable.

- Pros: Very close to taking and
organizing notes on paper

- Cons: Feels a little heavy
and slow if all you want is simple
note-taking

EverNote (for Android, iOS,
Mac, and Windows, free with
paid options)

Once the most popular note-tak-
ing app, EverNote is still around.
EverNote used to be one of the
popular choices for clipping web
contents and making notes; it now
provides many more functionalities.

- Pros: Easy to clip web pages

- Cons: Paid plans can be a bit
too much of a burden for students

You can’t go too wrong with
any of these options. Most of them
provide atrial or free plan, so check-
ing them out before committing is
always a good way to start.
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Communication Error

by Nate Downe

N 2.7 Why you're not alone

Whetherit’s your first semester
at Camosun or your second (or your
third), you may feel as if college is
not the right fit for you. And, if [
must say so, you may just be wrong.
Please, allow me to illustrate and
entertain the idea that continuing
atcollege can be far more beneficial
toyou than leaving for paying work.

You may be disinterested in your
classes or finding it difficult to stay

conclusions and review them with
the “should have, would have, and
could have” attitude that only comes
with the ending of events. Thatis to
say, to finish college isn’t success; to
continue working lower-skilled (and
lower-paying) jobs isn’t failure.
Rather, to move toward successis to
fail. The more you succeed the more
you fail. Success is failure. To want
something is to already not have it.

To move toward success is to fail. The more you
succeed the more you fail. Success is failure. To
want something is to already not have it.

motivated to come to class; you
might be finding that the classroom
setting isn’t the right fit for you. On
the one hand, we can make simple
comparisons to part-time work: in
college, you might find that constant
lectures and the fret of exams make
you question why you are even here.
It’s as if your value is attached to
your grade, forcing you to overexert
yourself, or to put the work off al-
together fearing disappointment
in yourself.

On the other hand, part-time
work makes you money, a feeling
we have come to value above most
other feelings. This rather quick,
dopamine-charged feeling of ac-
complishment has led to a lot of us
feeling as if the short-term rewards
of work are more beneficial than
the long road ahead of us toward a
college degree.

What we cannot see, obvious-
ly, is everything in hindsight. We
cannot reach our choices’ logical

If you truly dislike sitting in
lectures, the better question to ask
yourself over “why am I here?” is
no question at all. Similarly, have
you ever turned on the radio and
thought to yourself, in effect, “I
don’t understand what this is”?
Perhapsyou don’t understand what
it is because you were busy asking
yourself if you understood it (or
maybe it’s just Bieber).

We commonly believe we can
step outside ourselves to evaluate
our past choices and to contemplate
future ones, although this idea is
only through the convention of
language.

We fool ourselves into thinking
that we can work toward success
or plummet into failure, that it’s
through this post-event hindsight
we are able to “talk” to ourselves
and reason with ourselves. Most
importantly, we must not overthink
things; better yet, try not to “think”
at all—just do.

The Periodic Column

by Gwyneth Faulkner

Gene-driving out of control

A huge breakthrough in the
world of gene editing is a tool known
as CRISPR, or “clustered regularly
interspaced short palindromic re-
peats.” CRISPR guides enzymes
to certain places in a genetic code
where they can cut the DNA.
Then the cells repair the genes, or
other pieces of genetic code can be
inserted.

Another recent development is
a tool called a gene drive. Usually,
when an animal reproduces, there’s
abouta 50/50 chance of one parent
passing on any given gene. If an
animal has a “gene drive” gene,
when the egg and the sperm fuse,
the gene drive takes over. It finds
the unaffected section of DNA
for the same gene from the other
parent, uses an enzyme to cut the
DNA, and inserts a copy of the gene
drive, which makes the chances of
passing on this altered gene close
to 100 percent.

So far, gene drives have only
been used in labs. How can this
technology help us?

Kiwi birds are a flightless bird
species native to New Zealand.
Kiwis are a famous New Zealand
icon, but they are critically endan-
gered. Kiwis evolved with few natur-
al predators, and when Europeans
settled in New Zealand they brought
rats and stoats to the island. These

invasive species are one of the main
threats to kiwis.

Some scientists have suggested
using gene drives on these invasive
species that are threatening kiwi
birds. One of the suggested muta-
tions is to make the rats infertile.
Eventually, the populations will die
off without harming the individual
rats. Rats reproduce quite quickly,
so altering the genes of everyrat in
New Zealand would take as little as
several years. Sounds great, right?
No more rats! Happy kiwis! But
rats come from somewhere, even
if they’re invasive in New Zealand.

Rats are really good at stowing
away on ships; it’s how they got to
New Zealand in the first place. The
risk is that one of these gene-drive
rats travels somewhere where rats
area native and necessary part of the
ecosystem, reproduces, and spreads
these gene-drive genes to the native
population. The risk is that some-
thing like this could kill off a native
rat population and completely mess
up another ecosystem.

That’s an outcome no one
wants.

Another question scientists are
asking is whether or not humans
have the right to do this at all. Do
we have the right to completely wipe
outa species forever? And who gets
to decide?
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EVENTS

October 10, 2018

UNTIL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

Get your creep on!

The only thing creepier than classic
horror movies is classic horror mov-
ies in a historical castle. Craigdar-
roch Castle is launching Classics

at Craigdarroch Movie Series on
Thursday and Saturday nights at 6
pm throughout October. The movie
list includes Dracula, Frankenstein,
House on Haunted Hill, and more.
There will be a cash bar on Saturday
nights. Tickets are $11 per show
($10 for annual pass holders), and
they can be purchased in person, by
phone, or online. For ticket info and
show schedule, visit thecastle.ca.
See our full story on this in our next
issue.

UNTIL SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3

Going underground at
William Head

William Head on Stage is presenting
its new play, The Crossroads: A
Prison Cabaret, at William Head In-
stitution until November 3. Written,
staged, and designed by William
Head inmates, the show takes the
audience into a world under the
roots of a giant tree, where a super-
natural cabaret entertains banished
souls until they are freed. Tickets are
$25 and must be purchased prior to
the show. As William Head Institu-
tion is a federal institution, there are
strict regulations audience members
must adhere to when attending a
play there; for more on those regu-
lations, and info on show times and
tickets, visit whonstage.weebly.com.
See our full story next issue.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11
70 MONDAY, OCTOBER 22

Antimatter matters

Various locations in Victoria are host-

ing Antimatter, an arts festival with

an emphasis on “experimentation
in film, video, audio, and emerging
time-based forms.” Antimatter will
include live performances, public
installations, and screen works
featured throughout downtown.
No fee admission for installations;
screenings and performances are
by donation (suggested donation
is $5 to $8). Visit antimatter.ca for
more info on locations, a full festival
schedule, and more.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12

To infinity and... the
McPherson?

Jesse Roper is coming to the
McPherson Playhouse to kick off
his Canadian tour in support of

his third album, Access to Infinity.
Doors open at 7 pm, and the show
is all-ages. Ticket prices range from
$29.50 to $75 and are available at
the McPherson box office or at rmts.
bc.ca.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13
AND SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14

Rip it off!

Friends of Uplands Park need help

in tearing up the English ivy that is
invading the park. All ages welcome;
tools, gloves, instructions, and
refreshments will be provided. The
event will take place from 1 pmto 4
pm both days, with a meet-up at the
Beach Drive entrance to Cattle Point.
For more info, visit friendsofupland-
spark.org.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13

A colourful evening

Victoria-based live electronic music
band Astrocolor is coming to Capital
Ballroom on October 13. The doors
open at 9 pm; tickets are $20 and
can be purchased at ticketweb.ca
and Lyle’s Place. For more info, see
thecapitalballroom.com.

what's going on

by katy weicker

PHOTO PROVIDED

William Head on Stage inmates doing a readthrough of The Crossroads: A Prison Cabaret, on until November 3.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13

Improv and male
strippers... what could go
wrong?

The Comic Strippers are back in
Victoria for another sexy (?) improv
comedy show. This fictitious troupe
of male strippers is set to hit the
McPherson Playhouse stage at 8 pm
and will use audience suggestions
(and a lack of clothing) to fumble,
sing, and dance their way from
sketch to sketch. No full monty, but
you've still gotta be 19 to get in.
Tickets are $44.50 and can be pur-
chased at the McPherson box office
or at rmts.bc.ca.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14

Verses strung like pearls
Congregation Emanu-El Synagogue

COSTCO

WHOLESAILE
VICTORIA STUDENTS!

Enjoy prize draws, refreshments & a great deal
on Membership at the LANGFORD COSTCO!

SATURDAY OCTOBER 13 AND SUNDAY
OCTOBER 14T from 10 am to § pm

Join as a*NEW Basic Member and
receive a $10 Costco Cash Card!

‘Join as a*NEW Executive Member and

will be presenting the first lecture
in a series entitled Exploring the
Sephardic Legacy Series on October
14 from 2 pm to 4 pm. The lecture,
“Verses Strung like Pearls,” will fea-
ture University of Victoria professor
Shamma Boyarin, who will discuss
the Hebrew poets of al-Andalus
(Islamic Spain). Admission to the
event is by donation, and light re-
freshments will be served. For more
information, go to congregatione-
manuel.ca.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18

Political cinema

Victoria Friends of Cuba and the
Victoria Social Justice Coalition are
presenting a screening of Unrepent-
ant: Kevin Annett and Canada’s
Genocide, a documentary looking
at the treatment of First Nations

storytelling

with a purpose.

With a few keystrokes you can sample thousands of opinions, afloat in a sea of information.
But as the volume increases, the accuracy and reliability of professional journalism is essential.
Gathering and sorting the facts, weighing and interpreting events, and following the story

through the eyes of former minister
Annett. 7 pm at the BCGEU Hall,
2994 Douglas Street. Admission by
donation; see victoriafriendsofcuba.
wordpress.com for more information
on this and other events.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19

Pit cook demonstration

Eyé? Sqa’lewen: the Centre for
Indigenous Education & Community
Connections (IECC) is hosting a pit
cook in partnership with Songhees
Nation. The goal of the event is to
demonstrate how fire pits are used
by the First Nations of this region to
cook camas bulbs (the blue flowers
found on Lansdowne campus). The
event takes place at the Na’tsa’maht
Gathering Place at Lansdowne, from
11.am to 2 pm. For more information,
visit camosun.ca.

Katy Weicker

Staff writer for Nexus
newspaper. Her Let's
Talk? column examines
feminist issues, and her
stories often look at
arts and entertainment
through a feminist
framework.

receive a $20 Costco Cash Card!

from beginning to end is more important than ever.
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All NEW Members will also receive a
Special Welcome Gift Bag!

#JOURNALISMIS JOURNALISMIS.ca

Already a Costco Member? Bring a friend to join
& you’ll receive a $10 Costco Cash Card too!

Your satisfaction is guaranteed on your membership and everything Costco sells.

I1t’s RISK FREE so JOIN TODAY and start saving!

Our basic shopping membership is $60.00 per year + GST. Our Executive Membership earns 2% CASH BACK on most
Costco purchases, 2% back on Costco Travel PLUS extra benefits & Executive only coupons at $120.00 per year + GST.
All memberships include a second FREE card for anyone in the same household over 18 years of age
(Like your ROOMMATE! Share a membership & your Costco purchases and save!)

*THIS SPECIAL OFFER IS VALID ON NEW MEMBERSHIPS OR PRIOR MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRED 12 MONTHS
OR MORE ONLY ON THE ABOVE DATES AT THE LANGFORD COSTCO.

NEXUS

The content doesn’t end
in the paper.
Find web-exclusive stories at
nexusnewspaper.com.




